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The Trestle Board 

AUGUST 2023 

In this issue: 

“Patience is 

an unspoken, 

crucial 

element in 

faith, hope, 

and charity 

alike.  As 

faith ends in 

sight and 

hope ends in 

fruition, 

patience is 

certainly 

needed to get 

there.” 
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Editor’s 

 

August joke of the month: 

  My childhood crush and I are finally getting 

married this year! 

 

Me in August, and her in November. 

 

  

The Oriental #20 

Trestle Board 
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Marc Geyer 

Editor 

 

The Oriental Trestle Board provides us with a great opportunity to celebrate our lodge and members.  One of 

our greatest assets is our history.  I want to encourage everyone to help document our work here at the lodge 

and in the community.   

 

Please submit your photos, articles and insights that we can publish in upcoming issues of the Trestle Board.   I 

am still looking for anecdotes about the lodge, members and it’s history.   

 

Thank you to those that have taken the time to contribute to this publication. 

          Fraternally, Br. Marc              
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As Freemasons, we are bound together by a shared commitment to uphold the principles that underpin our 

ancient and honorable fraternity. Among these foundational principles, the Four Cardinal Virtues stand tall as 

beacons of moral guidance: Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence, and Justice. These virtues, when integrated into 

our daily lives, not only enrich our individual characters but also contribute to the betterment of society.  

Let us explore each virtue and discover how we can represent them in our daily endeavors. 
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Temperance: 

Temperance is the virtue of moderation and self-control. In our fast-paced world, it is easy to fall prey to excess and 

indulgence, be it in our personal habits or professional pursuits. To embody Temperance, we must learn to strike a 

balance in all aspects of our lives. This means moderating our desires, avoiding extremes, and practicing self-restraint 

when faced with temptations. 

As Freemasons, we can symbolize Temperance by maintaining harmony within our Lodge and promoting a sense of 

unity and understanding among our brethren. By listening attentively, respecting diverse viewpoints, and seeking 

common ground, we can foster an environment that encourages balanced decision-making and thoughtful 

introspection. 

Fortitude: 

Fortitude, often referred to as courage, is the virtue that enables us to confront challenges with inner strength and 

perseverance. It is the resolve to withstand adversity, uphold our convictions, and stay steadfast in the face of 

adversity. To embody Fortitude, we must embrace life's uncertainties with grace, acknowledging that failure is an 

essential part of growth. 

As Freemasons, we can demonstrate Fortitude by actively engaging in charitable endeavors and supporting our 

brethren during times of hardship. By offering a helping hand to those in need and facing our own challenges with 

resilience, we exemplify the true essence of this virtue. 

Prudence: 

Prudence is the virtue of wise judgment and practical decision-making. It involves the careful consideration of 

consequences and a thoughtful approach to problem-solving. As Freemasons, we must exercise Prudence in our 

actions, words, and interactions with others. This means thinking before we speak, analyzing situations with clarity, and 

seeking counsel when necessary. 

To represent Prudence in our daily lives, let us actively engage in continuing education and intellectual growth. By 

embracing a thirst for knowledge and sharing insights with our brethren, we contribute to a more enlightened and 

thoughtful Masonic community. 

Justice: 

Justice, the pinnacle of the Four Cardinal Virtues, is the foundation of a fair and equitable society. It embodies the 

impartial treatment of all individuals, regardless of their background or status. As Freemasons, we must strive to be 

just in our dealings with others, promoting equality and acting as advocates for those who have been wronged. 

To manifest Justice, we must champion ethical behavior both within and outside the Lodge. By upholding the 

principles of truth, honesty, and fairness, we can inspire others to follow suit and build a more just world for 

generations to come. 

 

In conclusion, the Four Cardinal Virtues are not merely abstract ideals, but a compass that guides us towards becoming 

better human beings and Freemasons. By embodying Temperance, Fortitude, Prudence, and Justice in our daily lives, 

we strengthen the very fabric of our fraternity and leave a positive impact on the world around us. 

 

As we continue our Masonic journey, let us remember that true greatness lies not in the grandiose acts we perform but 

in the consistent embodiment of these virtues in our thoughts, actions, and characters. Together, let us cultivate these 

virtues within ourselves, striving to become exemplary men who lead by example and inspire others to follow suit. 

 

Regards,  

Justin Stevens 

Worshipful Master 
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Greetings from the West! 

 

Brethren, July 2023 was a great month for Freemasonry at Oriental Lodge #20.  So many brothers have 

stepped up and consistently shown their fervency and zeal for the Craft.  Once again, I would like to 

acknowledge Brother Marc Geyer’s ongoing efforts and commitment to ensuring that the brethren and our 

visitors have a time of fellowship and communion with a great meal and a bit of Masonic education each 

week.  The turnout for these meals has been exceptional!  In addition to Brother Marc, I want to 

acknowledge the Entered Apprentices who always show up, roll up their sleeves, and serve the greater good 

of the Lodge in any way they can. 

 

Brother Jason Michael Clark’s Entered Apprentice degree was one to be remembered.  I want to personally 

thank all of the officers who stepped up and made that degree the success that it was.  Brother Andrew Long 

did an exceptional job as SD and I know it meant a great deal to Brother Jason.  Thank you, Brother Andrew, 

for not only performing this duty but also bringing the visiting guests from Phoenix Lodge #2. 

 

Our DDGM, WB David Fierro, was also in attendance with Acacia Lodge #42.  Thank you, WB David, for your 

delivery of the Charge for Brother Jason and for bringing what seemed like your entire Lodge with 

you!  Finally, Brother Frank Donald did an exemplary job with his perfect delivery of the EA Lecture… once 

again.  Congratulations, Brother Frank on achieving your first proficiency of many to come! 

 

Gearing up for the months ahead, I look forward to many EA proficiencies as we begin to advance our 

newest brothers through the degrees by passing them to the degree of FC.  So many men with a great deal 

of energy toward the Craft have joined us this year.  Please take the time to become acquainted with each of 

them and support them in any way that you can in their Masonic journeys… as all brothers and fellows have 

done who have gone this way before. 

 

Fraternally, 

 

SW Michael Harris 
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Greetings from the South. 

 

In 1983, our great country experienced a time of economic rebound as we began one of the most prolonged 

periods of growth since World War 2.  Ronald Reagan was president, Motorola introduced the DynaTAC 

8000X, which was the first commercially available cellular mobile phone (fondly called “The Brick”) which 

cost $3995 (Equivalent to $11,250 today), and ARPANET officially changed to use the Internet Protocol, 

creating the Internet. 

 

Life was good, and the Arizona Grand Lodge had just finished celebrating its 100th 

Anniversary.  

 

Oriental elected a new Worshipful Master who ascended to the East in just four 

and a half short years.  Initiated on 2/21/78, passed on 4/11/78, and raised on 

5/23/78, Worshipful Brother Kenneth Eugene Frazee was a well-known Mesa 

businessman—another of a long line of lodge Masters born and raised in Arizona.  

A jeweler by trade, his business, Ken Frazee Jewelers, operated for many years at 

130 W. Main St. next to Pomeroy’s.  

 

 

There is little doubt that his successful business complemented his service to the Lodge until his passing.  

While there were no significant milestones I could find for the Lodge during 1983, his steadfast service to the 

craft was another vital link in the growth chain that makes Oriental Lodge No. 20 the great Lodge it is today. 

 

WB Kenneth Frazee was called to the Celestial Lodge on September 9th, 1993, at the age of 59.   

 

 

 

Fraternally,  

Marc Geyer 

Junior Warden 
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From the Secretaries Table:  

Proficiency, One of the Keys to Masonry. 

We are all familiar with the proficiency 

requirements for the three degrees of 

Freemasonry. It's the portion of our ritual that 

everyone must memorize. It’s augmented by a 

well-written education packet that 

complements each degree with more details 

for understanding their meaning.  

You should have received the education 

packet for each degree as you completed the 

degree. If you are a Master Mason, and have 

been one for a while, you may be inclined to 

ask me for new copies of the education 

packet. They have been updated significantly 

since I joined our fraternity, and they have 

improved significantly. Take a look, you won’t 

be wasting your time! 

For each degree, we determine proficiency by 

two separate criteria. You can select to work 

on the short-form or the long-form. Either 

path requires memorization of words which 

are, at the time, unfamiliar. What's the 

purpose?  

Through memorization, we are expected to 

contemplate and better understand the 

"what" and "why" of the words (and actions) 

we are committing to memory. Memorization 

is aided by understanding, and understanding 

is aided by memorization.  

All Master Masons complete proficiency 

requirements for each degree, otherwise you 

would not be able to enjoy the rights and 

privileges of our Lodge. This is the fraternity's 

way of starting you on a path to achieve 

Freemasonry's objectives. 
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There is another set of proficiency 

requirements you must complete to be 

eligible to be elected to the officer stations in 

the South, West, or East of a Lodge. These are 

more extensive, but they really just build on 

the requirements for being a proficient 

Master Mason.  

Attend and support Br Michael as he 

completes the proficiency requirements for 

serving in the East next year. Conferring the 

3rd Degree and giving one of our Lectures is a 

big job.  

Ask Brs. Jeremy, Marc, and Michael what they 

have learned by completing their 

proficiencies as they have progressed through 

the officer chairs. I think they’ll tell you they 

better understand how we open and confer 

degrees. What distinguishes each of the 

degrees, and also about the Officers of the 

Lodge, how they interact, and what their 

duties are in the Lodge. 

So, it occurs to me that just maybe 

proficiency is not meant to be distinct steps 

that we go through when we want to join and 

to take on leadership positions in the Lodge. 

Maybe it is instead intended to place before 

all members a pattern for achieving the 

underlying objectives of our fraternity -- one 

step at a time.  

A continuing practice of learning, 

contemplating (memorizing), and acting on 

what you've learned.  

What a pleasure it is when a Steward, 

Marshal, or sideliner performs and perfects a 

key part of a Degree's Ritual, such as a 

Charge, Apron Lecture, or the G-Lecture. For 

them it is not just memorizing, it's also 

standing and delivering during a degree. 

Congratulations to all who have done that for 

the first time this year. 

Learning and performing our ritual is one way 

you can set yourself on a path to achieve the 

underlying objectives of our fraternity -- 

building your temple. Of course there are 

other ways. For example, offer an education 

on a topic relevant to Freemasonry. We have 

excellent examples of this at each of our 

meetings. I encourage you. Don’t sit on the 

sidelines, as an officer or as a brother; put the 

opportunities of the fraternity to work for 

you.  

 

 

 

Fraternally,  

Tim Lindquist, PM 

Secretary 
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July 11th—Stated Meeting 
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July 11th—Stated Meeting 

Worshipful Brother  

Claire D. Jensen, Past Master 1996 

Receives His  

50 Year Masonic Anniversary Award 

From our very own MW Grand Master 

George R. Rusk 
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July 15th—Landscape Crew 

The temperature in Mesa on July 15th hit 113 degrees and the landscape volunteers  

started that Saturday morning working hard to clean up around the lodge.  Finishing 

their work before you could fry an egg on the pavement, the crew moved indoors to 

enjoy a great breakfast of Chorizo, eggs, bacon, sausage and great fellowship. 
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July 18th School of Instruction  

WB’s David Fierro, DDGM and Geoffrey Cummings, DDGL lead the Grand 

Lodge of Arizona School of Instruction focusing on the “Supplemental 

Section and Movement”.  The program was well attended and invoked 

spirited and insightful discussions between the attendees and instructors. 
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July 25th EA Degree  

Over 50 in attendance for Oriental’s newest Entered Apprentice Br. Jason C. 
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     PATIENCE 

 

 

 

Dear Brothers, 

I have been trying to be more patient with the world and take the time to appreciate things 

around me.  Patience is an often-overlooked virtue that inexplicably requires great concentration, 

and which I think is an appreciable struggle in many of our lives.  One example of which is speeding.  I 

have been known to rush to arrive at my destination, to bypass the required patience and somehow 

arrive at my destination sooner.  Yet, on a 60-mile journey at 60 miles per hour (a one-hour trip), 

speeding by 10 miles per hour only cuts the trip by a little more than 8 minutes.   It is a trivial amount 

of time, and you still must wait 51 minutes! Waiting is often not simply optional; it is a mandatory 

feature of the world.  To be patient is to accept the wait, to enjoy the breeze, and see the world’s 

light at that very moment.     

For some reason though, even great men try, and rarely succeed, to circumvent patience.  

Directors rush projects, presidents make hasty decisions.  I am sure that even King Solomon felt 

somewhat hurried to finish his temple. Even in Masonry we can be impatient with ourselves and miss 

some great things in the craft, things often hidden in subtle symbols.  Some of Albert Pike’s work 

comes from a place of explaining these hidden symbols, which can often only be understood through 

patience and careful contemplation.     

This is not to say that impatience is useless! It can indeed be a great motivator.  Sometimes, it 

is good to elicit impatience within us to aid us in making decisions.  Some quotes that help with this 

are “indecision leads to a decision,” and “a good plan violently executed right now is better than a 

perfect plan next week”, (General George Patton) which influence us to act.  Even while acting, 

however, it is important to be patient with ourselves and those around us, and to empathize with 

struggles and fortunes alike.   

Patience is an unspoken, crucial element in faith, hope, and charity alike.  As faith ends in 

sight and hope ends in fruition, patience is certainly needed to get there.  Without patience, faith 

may be lost and forgotten, and hope may fade away.  Let us not forget to be patient and appreciate 

the ground on which we walk, built for us by brethren of the past.   

Fraternally, 

Ryan Sparks, JS 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING—AZ MASONIC EVENTS 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING—AZ MASONIC EVENTS 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING—AZ MASONIC EVENTS 

http://www.azmasonsgolf.com/
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WHAT’S HAPPENING—AZ MASONIC EVENTS 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING—AZ MASONIC EVENTS 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING—AZ MASONIC EVENTS 
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Oriental Blue Lodge Anniversaries 

August 

Come to our Stated Meeting August 1st @ 7pm to celebrate!! 

Name  Raised Years 

Mills 

McKelvey 

Chapman Jr 

Fox 

Roberts 

Benedicto 

Moir 

Greenwood 

Berry 

Rusk 

Campana 

Lopez 

Flanagan 

Harris 

Leo 

David 

James 

Montford 

Edward 

Edwin 

Frank 

Bryan 

Douglas 

George 

Manuel 

German 

Craig 

Michael 

8/14/1974 

8/26/1986 

8/5/1989 

8/28/1990 

8/20/1996 

8/8/2000 

8/22/2000 

8/15/2006 

8/19/2008 

8/25/2009 

8/9/2011 

8/12/2014 

8/9/2016 

8/20/2019 

49 

37 

34 

33 

27 

23 

23 

17 

15 

14 

12 

9 

7 

4 
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August Birthdays 

Come to our Stated Meeting August 1st 

@ 7pm to celebrate your birthday!! 

Name  Birth Date 

Chambers 

Coleman 

Fenno 

Hilton 

Klettke 

Lambert 

Lindquist 

Melius 

Benjamin 

Joey 

Michael 

Michael 

Erick 

Michael 

Nicholas 

Kim 

8/12 

8/25 

8/1 

8/13 

8/27 

8/5 

8/12 

8/7 

Name  Birth Date 

Mills 

Munroe 

Pomush 

Rosenberg 

Stevenson 

Stewart 

Vandevier 

Velasco 

White 

Leo 

Sean 

James 

Jack 

Gordon 

Jack 

Marko 

Eduardo 

Lawrence 

8/22 

8/21 

8/22 

8/12 

8/24 

8/2 

8/31 

8/11 

8/16 
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Check Out The AZ Grand Lodge Copper Post 

The newest edition of The Copper Post for your enjoyment! 
AZGL Website: azmasons.org/copper-post 

 
Download the PDF: Copper_Post_Aug_2023.pdf 

https://www.azmasons.org/copper-post
https://storage.googleapis.com/wzukusers/user-24928150/documents/e12a46b3fcad4059856da2b1d2e268ad/Copper_Post_Aug_2023.pdf
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The Grand Corner 

https://azgcare.org/
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ORIENTAL 20 TRAVELING MEN 

Br. Marc Geyer, JW, had the opportunity to 

visit Federal Lodge  No. 1 In Washington 

D.C. for one of their Stated Meetings in 

July.  He presented, WM Dr. Wayne 

Brough, with  our newly elected Grand 

Masters coin .  Federal Lodge  No. 1 was 

chartered in 1793 and is part of the Grand 

Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the 

District of Columbia, and was the first 

Masonic lodge established in the City of 

Washington.  
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AFTER THOUGHTS 
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Looking East From The Grounds Of The George Washington Masonic Memorial 
July 24th, 2023 


